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1.  Statistics 


General  Statistics 


Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  ¥ild  Year  Population  7>220 

Area  in  Acres  3 >31 2 

Niiiober  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,220 

Rateable  Value  ' £206,175 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £862 

Comparability  Factors  ''  Births  1.14 

Deaths  0,45 


V ital  Statistics 
Births  ; 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

65 

57 

122 

Illegitiinate 

5 

5 

8 

Total 

70 

' 60 

130 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  18,0 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  England  Wales  17»7 
Comparable  birth  rate  20,5 

Stillbirths 

Two  legitimate  male  stillbirths  v/ere  registered 

Deaths 

No . of  Re gistered  Deaths, 1 966 

Male  Female  Total 

70  99  169 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population  23,4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  & V/ales  11,7 

Comparable  death  rate  10,53 


The  nn.ber  of  deaths  in  the  Borough,  excluding  those  occvirring  in  St. 
■^•'•rr'Rnce ‘ s Hospital,  was  87  (40  male,  47  female). 


One  male  infant  died  within  the  first  week  of  life 
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The  Distribution  of  Deaths  by  Age,  Sex  and  Cause 


Cause 


25  - 55  - 45  - 35-  65-  73-*-  Total 


Heart  M 

Disease  F 


1 2 5 8 17 

1 1 5 14  21 


Respiratory  M 
Diseases  F 


1113 

-268 


Gerebro 

Vascular 

Disease 


13  4 8 

-2  4 6 


Cancer 


M 

F 


1 - 3 2 7 

1 2 1 13 


All  Other 
Causes 


M 

F 


Total 


F 


2 

4 


4 

3 


15 

12 


15 

28 


l.O 

47 


U General  Provision  of  Health 
Services 

Hospital  Services.  The  East  Cornwall  Hospital  in  the  To\vn  has  24  General 
Practitioner  beds  and  provides  out-patient  facilities  for  a ntunber  of  specialities. 
The  X.Ray  department  has  been  enlarged  tliis  year  and  new  equipment  installed.  The 
St.  Lawrence’s  Hospital  has  approxiraately  1,200  beds  frr  the  mentalljs  ill.  Major 
surgical  and  medical  adnissions  go  to  the  new  hospital  at  Treliske  or  to  the  Citv 
Hospital,  Truro.  Ante-natal  and  gynaecological  cases  imy  attend  an  out-patients 
department  at  St.  Austell,  v/here  ixncomplicated  confinements  may  be  admitted  to 
the  Maternity  Unit.  Other  cases  in  this  field  are  adiiiitted  to  the  Hospital  in 
Redruth. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visits  the  tcm  fortnightly  on  Fridays  and  is 
available  for  General  Practitioners  reference  and  the  pubHc, 

Laboratory  Services.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Truro,  imder  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Barrow,  continued  to  be  used  for  the  submission  of  samples  taken  for 
public  health  purposes. 

County  Council  Services.  (National  Health  Services  Act,  1946) 

Anbulances ; The  Station  at  Bodmin  continued  to  be  the  main  source  of 
hospital  transport.  All  vehicles  are  radio-controlled  from  the  station.  The 
Voluntary  Car  Service  continued  to  supply  some  transport  for  patients  attending 
out-patients. 

Home  Nursing  and  iviidwifery.  Tvro  fully -qualified  district  nurse  midvdves 
v/ere  employed  during  the  year,  with  additional  assistance  from  two  general 
trained  nurses.  The  ainount  of  domiciliary  midmfery  has  become  considerably 
less  since  the  opening  of  the  St.  Austell  Maternity  Unit.  More  than  three 
quarters  of  the  births  now  take  place  in  hospital. 

Health  Visiting.  The  Borough,  together  vath  some  parishes  of  the  Y/adebridge 
R'ural  District,  are  covered  by  two  whole  time  health  visitors,  one  of  whom  is 
responsible  for  the  supervision  of  tubercular  patients  and  their  contacts. 

Home  Help  Service.  Domestic  help  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  through 
the  full  tiiTie  Home  Help  organiser  based  in  St.  Austell.  The  majority  of  the 
assistance  is  to  the  elderly  infirm. 

Vaccination  and  Iinmunisation.  Protection  against  Diphtheria,  Yi/ho«ping 
Cough,  Tetanus  and  Smallpox  is  available  through  tlie  General  Practitioners  or 
the  Infant  V/elfare  Centre,  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  obtained 
by  contacts  at  the  Chest  Clinic  held  at  the  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  or  for 
Secondary  School  entrants  throu^  the  School  Health  Service.  Yellow-Fever 
innoculations  can  be  obtained  at  the  Health  Area  Office  in  Truro,  by  appointment. 
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Im’ant  Welfare  The  Centre  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Tuesday  each  iionth, 
providing  imiTiunisation  and  advice  on  the  problems  of  infant  and  child  care. 

Welfare  Services.  The  County  Council  has  a ne\/ly  constructed  home  for  the 
elderly  vdthin  the  Priory  Grounds,  providing  accoirmodation  for  48  elderly  persons 
\‘Aio  are  no  longer  able  to  live  mthout  assistance.  The  County  also  provides  a ^ 
liinited  chiropody  service  for  the  house-bound.  A guaranteed  rent  scheme  is  in 
operation,  which  assists  the  Council  to  retain  tnose  faixiilies  in  their  homos  \/ho 
would  otherwise  have  been  evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent.  A family  social  worker 
assists  in  the  supervision  of  serious  problem  faiiiilies. 

Voluntary  Services.  The  services  of  the  Paiaily  Planning  Association  are 
av.iilable  in  ''./adeb ridge,  the  Council  ioaking  a financial  cont3ribution  to  the 
ranning  costs.  The  Over  65 *s  club  in  the  town  pro''/ides  some  services  to  the 
elderly  in  their  own.  homes,  and  a Playgroup  recently  established  in  Karisa  Hall 
provides  preliminary  training  for  chiltireii  aged  3-3  years.  The  Council  also 
give  financial  aid  to  the  Playgroup.  The  Tovm  has  a f lourislning  division  of  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  offering  training  in  first  aid. 

School  Health  Service.  Routine  medical  inspection  of  children  attending  the 
Prhaary  and  Secondary  schools  indicated  no  significant  evidence  of  malnutrition. 
The  general,  health  and  physical  standard  of  pupils  appeared  to  be  good.  There 
"vrere  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year.  The  Primary 
. md  Graiiunar  school  premises  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Neither  have  rcaclaed  the 
standard  of  provision  existing  in  simila:’  schools  which  I attended  aliaost  half 
a century  ago.  If  the  Council’s  plans  fox'  expansion  .materialise,  school 
hiprovements  vmll  become  really  urgent.  School  meals  and  milk  were  adequately 
provided.  In  the  liitter  case,  one  might  say  haore  thtui  adequately'.  The  general 
provision  of  a free  A pint  per  school  day  is  difficult  to  reconcile  with  the 
app.arent  increase.- in  the  nur.aber  of  ovei-weight  school  cliildren.  A much  more 
realistic  approach  ’.jould  be  to  provide  f.ree  milk  to  those  childreiy^families 
considered  to  be  needing  it,  find  in  even  larger  quantities. 


Ill,  Sanitary  Circimistances 

Tiater  Supplies.  The  North  and  ..'lid  Cornvi/all  Pater  Bocird  is  the  supip lying 
autiiority.  Host  of  the  Tov/n's  \vater  is  taken  from  the  St.  BrovvXara  source,  wdth 
additional  quantities  from  the  Be  Lank  works.  The  forj.ier  is  an  .imfillered 
clilorinated  low  pK  water,  and  frequently  gives  rise  to  complaints  of  serious 
discolouration.-  The  present  Suiall  storage  reservoir  on  the  Beacon  Hill  is  to  oc 
replaced  by  a one  million  gallon  reservoir  at  Six  Chimneys  on  a much  higher  site. 
Tne  new  reservoir  will  have  to  accept  water  from  tiie  St.  Breward  Source  until 
such  time  as  the  De  Lai'ik  supply  is  available. 

Sixty  saiaples  of  vyater  ',ere  submitted  for  bacteriological  exaraination  during 
the  year.  Only  one  proved  to  be  unsatisf actory.  Although  fluoridation  of  watci- 
sup;.'lied  hias  been  accepted  in  principle  by  the  County  Council,  no  steps  hove  yo  • 
been  taken  to  implement  it. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  The  town  has  three  se\/age  treatment  works,  tiwo 
recently  constructed.  They  have  fionctioned  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

The  only  problem,  cojOiuon  to  many  sew-jSige  works,  is  the  disposal  of  sludge,  i;iich 
during  vyet  seasons  is  extrci^iely  difficult  to  dry  to  a point  vyhere  it  can  be 
hfindled.  No  deiaond  appears  to  exist  in  agriculture  or  horticulture,  and  it  arust 
therefore  be  removed  to  the  tov/n's  refuse  ti}?. 

The  old  se\;ers  in  tne  lower  p-^rt  of  the  town,  which  are  believed  to  take 
considerable  quantities  of  water  from  the  leat,  have  not  yot  been  replaced, 
iinistry  approval  hias  been  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  Council's  site  at  Scarletts  Well  centinued  in  use  without 
serious  complaint.  Sites  for  future  refuse  disp«sal  v/ere  inspected  during  the 
ye.ar,  but  no  positive  recommendations  were  iiiade.  The  existing  system  of  refuse 
collection  appeared  to  provide  an  adequate  service. 

Rodent  Control.  No  reports  v^ere  received  of  serious  infestations  in  the  Tam, 


Garavaii  Sites  Control  and  Development  Act. 

The  licenced  site  cat  Duninere  continued  in  satisfactory  operation.  The 
Council  obtained  a successful  prosecution  against  the  owner  of  an  unlicenced 
site  v/hich  had  continued  in  operation.  An  appeal  is  pending  against  the 
Planning  authorities  refusal  to  allow  a foirther  residential  site  at  Tregyrlls 
PcOrm, 

Three  licences  were  granted  for  caravans  on  individual  sites. 


Public  Health  Inspection 


heat  Inspection 
Housing  Inspection 
Food  and  Drugs 

Off  j.ces;,  Shops  Railway  PreiiiLses 
Infectious  Diseases 


456 

43 

236 

61 

14 


visits 

> 9 

y 9 

9 9 
9 9 


810 


As  xjredicted  in  last  year's  report,  the  reorganisation  of  the  S\irveyor 
and  Public  Health  Inspectors  Department  resulted  in  a sharp  fall  in  the  a-aount 
of  routine  supervision  carried  out.  Essential  visits  to  slauglit erhouses  for  the 
inspection  of  carcases,  and  the  investigation  of  complaints  v/ere  all  that  was 
XjossiDle,  It  is  not  possible  therefore,  to  report  on  the  progress  relating  to 
Oificesj  Shops  and  Railways  premises  or  Factories,  and  no  routine  inspections 
\/ere  carried  out  on  premises  for  the  preparation  aiia  sale  of  food. 


The  redeve]  opment  of  Do^-.ning  Street  was  completed,  /and  that  of  Rhind  Street 
con5)rising  a total  of  24  flats.  At  Midway  Road,  48  tvra-bedroomed  bungalows  and 
48  garages  v;ere  cornpleted.  The  construction  of  1 50  dv\/ellings  at  ’Ihitestone  Road 
is  in  progress, 

Forty-si:x  private  dwellings  were  coiupleted  during  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs 

Thirteen  premises  av/ere  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-creaiii.  No  sajmplcG 
■./ere  submitted  during  the  year.  The  folio¥/ing  items  of  unscund  food  were 
voluntarily  surrendered: - 

944  tins  of  various  food  stuffs 
8 cartons  of  fro sen  food 

One  successful  prosecution  was  obtained  by  the  County  V/eights  and  .^.iea.surea 
Department  for  the  sale  of  unsound  food. 

The  two  licenced  slaughterhouses  fimctioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year, 
.11.  carcases  'were  inspected  as  were  those  o'j.  the  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital  used 
for  hospital  consu:n.ption.  The  results  of  meat  inspection  were  as  follows:- 
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Meat  Inspection 
Year  Ending  Decej.ibor,  1 966 


Cattle 

Gov^s 

Calves 

Sheep) 

Pigs 

E;  Govvs 

liaiabs 

Nu.iber  killed 

382 

)Not 

17 

972 

593 

htuaber  supplied 

382 

) inspected  17 

972 

593 

/ill  diseases  except 

cystd^ercosis  and 
tuberculosis 
’ilhole  carcase 
condeiiined 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1 

4 

Part  carcase 
condemned 

48 

nil 

nil 

27 

12 

Gysticercosis  only 
Dhole  citrcases 
condeiiUed 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Weight  of  hie  at 

Nut 

Avail 

able 

IV  Prevention  ' Control 
of  Infectious  Diseases 


Measles  19 
Non-Puli-ionary  T,B.  1 
VTiooping  Gough  5 
Dysentery  1 


There  v/ere  no  major  outbreaks  of  notifiable  infecious  disease  during  the 
year.  There  v/ere  no  reported  causes  of  Pood-poisoning. 

Prophylactic  inoculations  Y^-re  given  to  children  in  their  first  year  in 
the  follovdng  proportion 

Triple  Vacoine  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  V/hooping  Cough)  89.2% 
Sma.Upo'X  l8.4/o 

Poliomyelitis  78. 4/ o 


The  figures  for  Triple  Vaccine  and  Poliomyelitis  are  quite  good.  The 
proportion  protected  against  Siinillpox  is  quite  ineffective  as  a public  health 
..ie<iS\ire. 


The  mass  Radiography  continued  to  attend  fortnightly  at  the  Priory  Car 
Park,  ho  significant  finuings  v^erc  reported  during  the  year. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


JOil^  RlEi}. 


